CALIFORNIA’S 2019 NONRESIDENTIAL

BUILDING ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION

The state’s energy efficiency standards for new buildings and appliances have saved consumers billions in
lower electricity and natural gas bills. The 2019 Building Energy Efficiency Standards for nonresidential
buildings include better lighting and ventilation. The standards also extend requirements for the first time to
newly constructed healthcare facilities.

Q HEALTHCARE FACILITIES

For the first time, energy efficiency standards extend to
newly constructed healthcare facilities and incorporates
the appropriate application of standards.

HEALTHY INDOOR
AIR QUALITY

Enable using highly efficient filters that trap hazardous
particulates from both outdoor air and cooking and improve
kitchen ventilation systems. Moving air around and in and out
of the home while filtering out allergens and other particles
helps improve the health of a building. The standards add
airflow requirements specific to small duct, high velocity
systems, and sets, sensor control requirements.

LIGHTING

Update indoor and outdoor lighting values to assume the
use of LED lighting. LED lights use little energy and will
save money on monthly electricity bills meaning smaller
operating budgets for commercial buildings. Maintenance
costs are reduced because bulbs do not need to be
changed as often. The standards also add occupancy
sensing requirements for restrooms.



